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A note to our readers: Street Feat is a monthly
paper. It is sold by the homeless and unemployed
and supporters throughout Halifax Regional Mu-
nicipality and beyond. The paper is not a charity,
it is a social and economic enterprise which
generates income from both sales and
advertising, as well as from special projects. Ven-
dors pay seventy five cents per copy and sell
them for a dollar and fifty cents, keeping the dif-
ference. Subscriptions are also available from
the office at  $20 per year.

The publisher does not assume any responsi-
bility for the contents of any advertisement  or
published article and all representation or war-
ranties made in such advertisements are those
of the advertisers and not of the publisher. The
publisher reserves the right to refuse, edit or can-
cel any ad at its discretion.

Any specific opinions or views expressed in ar-
ticles by professionals, contracted freelance
writers and contributors, are not necessarily the
opinions and views of the publisher.

The Soap Box

Nova Scotia KAIROS’ Anti-Poverty Fund Board, a Canadian
Ecumenical Social Justice Initiative (formerly NS PLURA),
extends its deepest Christmas blessing to the staff and
subscribers at Street Feat - The Voice of the Poor in Halifax.

We will once again be soliciting applications from interested
groups starting now with the deadline of 15 April 2009.

We are hoping to hear from groups who have projects
that:

~ increase awareness of social justice

~ use creative approaches to overcome the effects of
poverty

~ develop a greater understanding of the impacts of
poverty

~ increase resources to bring about change

~ and develop alternative community-based economic
models

Please contact us to receive an application form:

Kevin Little, Corresponding Secretary
NS KAIROS
5374 St. Margaret’s Bay Road
Upper Tantallon, NS B3Z 2J1
phone 820-2477
email  NSKairos@gmail.com

Tis the season when we ponder on the reason why
we do what we do when we do it.

One such issue for thought is that of generosity or to
some charity or to some our humane expectation to our
species or to some that time of year we are guilted into
‘and good will to all men’.  No more is this more obvious
in North America at year end, otherwise know as
Christmas.

Gilt or guilt?
No other time do we witness those who give because

they have enough to share and those who give because it
is a convenient tax deduction or a point earned for a good
deed. Some may argue that it should not make a
difference on why people give as long as the giving gets
done. Are the Poor going to refuse wearing a winter coat
or eating a meal out of moral indignation because the
giving was done not out of humanity but out of some
sort of displaced sense of guilt, an enforced perhaps
coerced obligation?

Is there a rule that if I have more than my fair share I
am expected through my membership to the civilized
specie, to share my gilt with others who have less?  Does
one have to be wealthy in order to give? Why do some
folks only give in front of witnesses? Why is some giving
done with the stinging backhandness of pontification or
pious, the antithesis of what generosity is all about?  And
are all things given materialistic?  What is it to share?

It would be a misnomer, an uneducated assumption
that the Poor do not give to the Poor for often they are
the only ones that do. So with that we know giving is
not dependently related to the ability to give according
to gilt or the amount of gold (wealth) one has in their
possession. Without singling out any particular
denominations we know that people through their
relations with organized religion are obligated through

doctrine to share what they can with others. Yet around
the world we do not have all these individuals sharing
according to this practice, so giving is not dependently
related to being told what to do for group membership.

It appears that being generous is more about being
humane and from there we can find direction and
understanding about why some give while others do not.
One does not require materialistic or financial wealth to
share their gilt for much can be given that is not
materialistic; the phrase ‘heart of gold’ is such an
example. We all know at least one person that gives
without expectation of compensation, one that gives
without being told, one that gives for giving sakes and
not because they fear retaliation or reprisal.  We all know
those who give regardless of the time of year, the people
who have understood the very basics of humanity: that
the giving of ourselves to others is the only way to also
give back to ourselves as a collective. Without this very
basic compassion for ourselves and others we cannot
survive as specie. In fact without compassion we become
our own worse enemy, threatening our very existence.

So if the amount of gilt does not predict who gives
and the amount of guilt, whether internally or externally
influenced, does not predict who will give…

The answer is in the mirror.
Who ARE you?
Are you a person that just does not like to share your

piece of the pie, afraid that someone else may get the
tastier piece?

Are you a person that would not share but for the fact
that others are watching and there may be negative
consequences for not sharing so best to share to avoid
personal discomfort usually at this time of year?

Are you a person who gives because it makes you
feel superior to others that should be forever thankful to

know you even exist?
Are you a person that

gives because you have
extra and want to share
with others who have little
or none?

Are you a person who
gives because who do not
know how not to give to
others, your ‘worth’
determined by how you
‘behave’ as a human being
not by your bank account
balance?

WE cannot possibly
give of ourselves all the
time, that would be a self
defeating venture.
However, the subsistence
needs of the Impoverished
and Vulnerable know no
clock or calendar other
than when they are left out
in the cold wondering if
they will wake up each
morning or when their
bellies rumble begging for
food, time measured by the
last meal eaten.

Please be mindful that
the financially vulnerable
cannot store up like
squirrels stuffing winter
boots and food in their
cheeks, your generosity is
needed all year round.

Please remember to
give when and if you can
and if it is ONLY the
Christmas spirit that
moves you by all
means…be moved !

Wishing a safe season
Much health and peace

in the new year.
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